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Dear Respected Members,

AssalamuAlaikum.

I am happy to know that the 1st issue of ‘The Gulshan’ 2021 is reaching your hand. Though we all
are feeling both hope and uncertainty during this pandemic, now the springtime is ending and many
amazing events will begin to happen in nature. Hopefully, we can look forward to the summer as we
leave behind the spring.

Having passed through the days of preventive measures, awareness, lockdowns and dealing with
personal loss, we breathed a sigh of relief for the arrival of the COVID vaccine. But a further
aggravated second wave is now circling around us. Nevertheless this issue of the Quarterly is
coming out with due enthusiasm and is enriched with various information of our second home,
including cultural and sports events and articles from Honourable Members and their dependents.

| truly hope in this difficult period you will find comfort in our publication.

My heartfelt thanks to the Director-in-charge of Publications, the editor of our publication, and the
Publication Committee for their hard work and efforts in bringing out this issue on time. | would like
to extend profound gratitude to the members for their active participation by sending their write-ups.
| also acknowledge the contribution of advertisers as well without which it would not be possible to
publish the magazine.

My special thanks to all our Honorable Members, the Board of Directors, Committee Members,
concerned people of the Club Secretariat and friends for their dedicated support offered to serve
and improve the Club in this difficult period.

May Allah bless all of us with good health and long lasting prosperity.

Yours sincerely,

\

L

Capt. Saifur Rahman
President
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Dear Esteemed Members,

Assalamu Alaikum and heartiest greetings on behalf of Press & Publication committee of 2020-2021.
Passionately hope & pray that all our beloved members & their family are in strong health & harmony
during ongoing unpredictable challenging wave of pandemic situation.

Once again taking the opportunity to congratulate all our members & family on celebration of 50
anniversary of our Independence Day on 26" March 2021, definitely one of the most significant national
events in our lifetime. Express my sincere gratitude to all mighty Allah being part of such glorious event &
celebrations and also being the witness of continuous development & growth of our country during last 50
years. It is not only the celebration but echoing with all that “WE ARE PROUD BEING BANGLADESH]I".

This firstissue under the board 2020-2021 covering our last year EGM, AGM, Election & other limited club
events & activities till March 2021 with the vibrant participation of club members & their family. Present
board putting their best effort, initiative & time to continue running up club facilities & arranged different
activities by maintaining strict health safety regulations as of national guideline. We are thankful for our
members & family using the club facilities thereby encouraging the board to serve you at our best.

I must convey our gratitude to our club members & their family for the creative writings for “The Gulshan”,
1stissue of 20-21.

Humbly express my sincere gratitude to our president and board of directors for their excellent support &
cooperation to publish & collection of advertisement of “The Gulshan” 1%t issue 20-21. | also extend my
heartiest thanks to the Chairman and all the members of Press & Publication committee for their sincere
support on compiling, designing & editing the first issue. Appreciate & convey my thanks to our club office
to support on collection of advertisement & arranging other logistics on printing the magazine during
stipulated time.

Press & Publication committee will keep you sharing our different events & activities in future over our
next publications & contribute our best effort to meeting your expectations.

Unfortunately, we are again passing through another wave of covid19 even worse than ever before.
Praying to Allah for His mercy upon us & keeping all our members & family safe, healthy & blessed in
coming days.

.

Ahmed Kabir
Editor

06




Dear Honorable Members,

My warmest regards and all the best wishes to you all on the commemoration of Mujib Shoto
Borsho, 50th anniversary of our independence and the 43rd years of Gulshan Club Ltd.

We are elated to be able to hand over the first issue of this year of our club magazine, “The
Gulshan” to you though it was not a very easy task for the team to execute during pandemic.
This issue comprises all our club activities from November 2020 to March 2021. As always,
we have tried our best to present the magazine to you in a form befitting outlook of our club.
We hope our fellow members and their families will find the issue to be just endearing as
other editions.

The magazine required a lot of effort and would not have been possible without persistent
teamwork. Hence | extend my sincere thanks to the President and the Board of Directors,
Publication Committee, office staff and our contributors for making the publication of “The
Gulshan” possible. | must also thank our generous patrons for their continued support.

| am really thankful to all the members who have always encouraged and supported me to
endeavor with joy and happiness throughout the publication of this magazine. | earnestly
encourage all of you to share your write ups or your experiences to enrich “The Gulshan”
magazine to make it even more happening in 2021. With that | hope this magazine finds you
all in good health. Stay Safe. Stay blessed. Eid Mubarak.

A)zm/\/l/l//‘/ t

Dr. Wahiduzzaman (Tamal)
Chairman
Press and Publication Committee
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Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) for the
year 2020 of Gulshan Club Limited was held on
24th October 2020 at 5.00 pm by zoom video at
Patio Hall on the 2nd floor of the Club. There
was no other way to transact the important
businesses of such meeting by breaching the
traditional way of get together and adopting the
virtual platform due to the fear of corona
contamination.

There were three correlated Agenda in relation
to Development activities of the Club to focus
and discuss.

As many as 130 members from Donor, Life and
Permanent Member of the Club joined in the
meeting by using video link.

The Secretary of the Club requested the
President to grace the podium and invited
Board of Directors to be seated maintaining

social distancing and health rules as in practice.

The President welcomed all the members
connected in the meeting and called for their

o
OULSHAN CLLS

active participation.

The meeting started with the recitation and
Bangla translation of verses from the Holy
Quran.

President made a brief explanation of the
necessity to adopt the 3 (three) agenda. The
contents of agenda 1, 2 and 3 were the
matters of approval of “Revised Master Plan”,
3rd term approval of necessary Fund for

RAORRINARY GENERAL MEETING
ol R20¢A L e oo ’f;




Phase-1, GCL Master Plan and Approval for
making expenditure against Development
works temporarily from “General Fund”.

The members connected in the meeting
spontaneously and enthusiastically
responded for the resolution of the Agenda.
Amongst the members linked, former
President, Engr. Md. Enamul Haque, Mr.
Rubel Aziz, Mr. Irshad Hossain, Mr. Shahab
Uddin Khan, Mr. Sakhawat Abu Khair
Mohammed and a good number of members
actively participated in the discussion.

The meeting ended with announcement by the
President as the proposal raised were duly
approved by the majority vote in the video
forum.
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The Annual General Meeting of Gulshan Club Limited for the
year 2020 was held on Saturday 28th November 2020 at
11.30 am by Zoom platform. It was the 42nd Annual General
Meeting of GCL. A number of 170 Members Donor, Life and
Permanent categories linked to participate in the meeting.
Club Secretary requested the President to start the meeting
with the members of his Board of Directors. The President
welcomed all the zoom video connected members and called
for their active participation and co-operation to transact the
scheduled businesses of the meeting.

The meeting started with recitation and ‘Tarzoma’ of verses
from the Holy Quran. The President requested members to
observe a minute’s silence in fond remembrance of the
departed souls lost due to Covid and other health problems.
The President then requested Director Finance to deliver the
key notes on various development activities, club programs
and other endeavors taken so far through the pandemic

\____L’:

42" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

28" November 2020, Saturday, 11:30 am




situation.

Important issues specially impact
of Covid, contemporary status of
recreation programs and financial
administration of Club were
discussed in the AGM.

Upon approval of Annual Report
and adoption of the Audited
Accounts for the year ended on
the 30th June 2020, appointment
of Auditor for the year 2020-2021,
the President called the Chairman
of the Election Board Mr. Anis A.
Khan to reach to the dais along
with his Board members to
announce and initiate the
business of electoral measures.
Mr. Khan informed, as per the
declared schedule of Election for
the year 2020-2021 to elect one
President and ten members of the
Board of Directors, all received

a4
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documents were duty scrutinized in
light of the schedule and norms of
election rules. The Election Board
found one candidate for President and
ten candidates for members of Board of
Directors as fit to elect uncontested.
Now, Mr. Anis A. Khan read out the
name of the elected President
(Uncontested) and the ten members of
the Board of Directors (Uncontested).
Chairman, Election Appeal Board Mr. M
M Hassan Sayeed was also present at
that time.

Chairman, Election Board thanked the
members of his Board, Election Appeal
Board and concern quarters of Club
secretariat for their sincerity, all out
support and co-operation.



13th DBL Cup Billiards & Snooker Tournament 2020:
Completion of Billiards Single & Prize distribution

The grand-gala 13th DBL Cup Billiards & Snooker
Tournament 2020 was launched on 25th February
2020. The tournament was arranged exclusively for
GCL Billiards & Snooker loving Members. The final
round of Billiards Single was postponed due to
pandemic Covid-19. After completion of the
Tournament a colourful event was arranged on
19th November 2020 at 7:00 pm in the Billiards &
Snooker Room at Level-4 of GCL New Building for
Prize Distribution.

Event wise final result of the tournament were as
follows —

The Snooker Singles Champion was snatched by
Mr. Tazbir Salehin (A/C # LT-7) and the runner up
was Mr. Taif Bin Yousuf (A/C # CMGI-3).

The Snooker Double Champion was won by Mr.
Rafiqul Alam (Helal) (A/C # PR-42) & Mr.Tazbir

Salehin (A/C #LT-7) and runner up was Capt.
Saifur Rahman (A/C # PS-67) & Mr. Taif Bin
Yousuf (CMGI- 3).

The Billiards Singles Champion was won by Mr.
Tazbir Salehin (A/C # LT-7) and the runner up
was Mr. Farhanur Rahman Chowdhury (A/C #
PF-40).

Club President Capt. Saifur Rahman distributed
prize among the winners.Former Club President
Rubel Aziz, Chairman and Co-Chairman of
Billiards & Snooker Committee 2020, Mr. Aziz
Al- Masud and Mr. Minhaj Kamal Khan, Director,
Billiards & Snooker and Director of DBL Group,
Mr. M.A. Quader (Anu), others members of the
Board of Directors, Mr. Ahmed Kabir, Md.
Waseem Nabi, Mr. Syed Raihan Hasan Al
graced the ceremonious Prize Distribution event.
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GCL Hosted Weeklong 16th National Billiards Championship

Gulshan Club Limited hosted the 16th National
Billiards Championship 2020. The 5th to 12th
December weeklong championship was unveiled at
7.30pm on the 5th December 2020 at the Level 4 of
GCL New Building Complex.

A total number of 38 participants from 13 Social
Clubs all over the country took part in the
tournament. An account of club wise number of
participating members is give below:

Comilla City Club Limited (CCCL) # 03, Chittagong
Club Limited (CCL) # 03, Khulna Club Limited
(KCL) # 02, Narayanganj Club Limited (NCL) # 02,
Dhaka Club Limited (DCL) # 03, Banani Club
Limited (BCL) # 03, Uttara Club Limited (UCL) # 03,
The House of Life on Billiard & Sports # 03,
California Pool & Snookers # 03, Q & U Club # 03,
BBC Dhaka # 01, The Comilla Club Limited (CCL) #
03 and the host club Gulshan Club Limited (GCL) #
06. In the opening day Director in-charge of sports
Mr. M.A. Quader (Anu) highlighted the main
features of the Championship and the tournament
was formally inaugurated by GCL President, Capt.
Saifur Rahman along with Mr. Syed Mahboob and
Mr. Aziz Al- Masud respected Secretary General
and Vice-President of Bangladesh Billiards &
Snooker Federation (BBSF) in presence of a good

numbers of Directors of GCL and Chief
Co-ordinator of the Championship Mr. Sultan
Moyeen Ahmed Robin.

The Prize distribution and closing ceremony of the
exciting tournament was arranged at 8.00 pm in the
“Club Tavern” of GCL New Building on Saturday
12th December 2020, where the Chair of Chief
guest and Guest of honor were graced by Mr.
Muhammad Abdullah, President of BBSF and
sponsor of the Championship, Mr. Latiful Bari,
Managing Director of Rahmat Group along with
Mrs. Bari. BBSF President, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Aziz
Al- Masud and Mr. Asif Hanif as well as chief
co-ordinator of the Champion Mr. Sultan Moyeen
Ahmed Robin spoke on the occasion focusing the
problems and prospects of playing Billiards and
Snooker in Bangladesh.

Chief Guest of the Prize Distribution Ceremony
handed one Trophies to the following winners-

# Runner Up: Mr. Md. Mofazzal Hossain (GCL)

# Champion: Mr. Md. Al-Amin (Q&U)

# 3rd Position: Mr. Muntasir Jubery (HB)

# 4th Position: Mr. Tazbir Salehin (GCL)

The ceremonious occasion was followed by a
delicious dinner.
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Squash Tournament 2020-2021

As part of celebration of Mujib Borsho the 2nd

MTB ~ Victory Day Squash Tournament
2020-2021 was arranged with the auspices of
Bangladesh Squash Rackets Federation from
8th December 2020 to 15th December 2020.
The prime objective of the Tournament was to
encourage the adolescent Squash lovers of the
country to get ready for competing in the global
forum. Guilshan Club had a warm response in
the Tournament. A number of 118 players from
different renowned Clubs of the country partici-
pated in the Tournament.

The total Tournament participants were divided
into 4 categories in respect of age and gender
as — Under 13 Boys Champion, Under 13 Girls
Champion, Under 16 Girls Champion & Bangla-
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desh Open Squash Champion.

At the end of 8 day long stressful and inciting
tournament the result was announced Gulshan
Club had a great Victorious homing back with 5
trophies under manifold categories of the
Tournament.

GCL participant Umayer Jalal Ahmed (Under 13
Boys Champion), S/o Mr. Jobayer (Tansim)
Ahmed (A/C # PJ-23), Suhaylah Nudrat Priyota
(Under 13 & 16 Girls Champion), D/o Mr. Md.
Shahid Alam (A/C # DM-97), Mr. SM Abid
Mansur (BOS Quarter Final Champion, A/C #
PS-391) and Mr. Md. Shahidul Islam (BOS,
Runner Up) had brought a unique honour for the
Club.
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Prize Distribution Ceremony of
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315t Annual Billiards & Snooker Tournament 2020

The grand gala Prize Distribution Ceremony of
31st Annual Billiards & Snooker Tournament
2020 was held on Thursday 21st January 2021
at 8:00 pm in the GCL “Club Tavern”. Club
President, Capt. Saifur Rahman graced the
occasion as Chief Guest and distributed prize
among the winners. Director In-charge, Billiards
& Snooker, Mr. M.A. Quader (Anu), Director
Administration, Mr. Tareq Rahman along with a
good number of other members of the Board of
Directors were present in the occasion.

The colourful program was set in motion by Mr.

Asif Hanif and the event wise prize winners were
as mentioned below.

Snookers (Single):  Mr.  Taif Bin  Yousuf
(Runner’s up), Mr. Tazbir Salehin (Champion)

Billiard (Single): Mr. Rubel Aziz (Runner’s up),
Mr. Tazbir Salehin (Champion)

Snookers (Doubles): Mr. Latiful Bari (Mamun) &
Mr. Asif Hanif (Runner’s up), Mr. Aziz Al-Masud
& Mr. Tazbir Salehin (Champion).

The Prize Distribution Ceremony ended with a
delicious dinner party.







Captain’s Cup

Badminton Tournament 2021

Captain's Cup Badminton Tournament was arranged from 21st January — 30th January at the
Badminton Court of Gulshan Club. As many as 15 players took part in the tournament under
different categories of event. The events were Mens Single’s, Mens Double’s, Mixed Double’s and
Veteran Double’s. GCL President, Capt. Saifur Rahman was the Chief Guest in the opening
ceremony of the tournament and declared the tournament open. A huge number of Club members
attended the opening ceremony and remained present during the match to encourage the
participating players.

Mr. Tanvir Pasha (Shoshi) (PT-100) was The Champion in the Mens Single’s where Mr. Sabik
Rahman (PS-162) was the runner’s up. In Mens Double’s, Mr. Sabik Rahman (PS-162) & Mr.
Farhanur Rahman Chowdhury (PF-40) became Champion and Mr. Md. Waseem Nabi (PM-128) &
Mr. Tanvir Pasha (Shoshi) (PT-100) become the runner’s up. Mr. Farhanur Rahman Chowdhury
(PF-40) & Mrs. Mehtaz Kamal Khan were the Champion is Mixed Double’s, where as Mr. Hasnain




Thoufig Ahmed (CUCC-3) & Mrs.
Joushan Hasnain (Dina) became
runner’s up. In Veterans Double’s the
Champion was Mr. Habibullah Dawn
(DH-5) & Mr. Md. Waseem Nabi
(PM-128). The runner’s up in Veteran
Double’s was Mr. Mohd. Showkot Al
(PM-188) & Mr. Ahmed Kabir (PA-95).

The 10 days long Tournament was
sponsored by Club Member Mr. Sabik
Rahman (PS-162). The Prize distribution
ceremony of the Tournament was held @
8.00pm on Sunday 21st February 2021 in
the Club premises.



The newly sanctioned short code for Gulshan Club
Limited was formally opened on Sunday, 31st
January 2021 at 7:00 pm in the Lamda Hall. Club
President Capt. Saifur Rahman announced the
opening of ‘16717 through an occasion in
presence of two former President, Engr. Md.
Enamul Haque, Mr. Shahab Uddin Khan and a
good number of members of the Board of Directors
adopting video conferencing platform.

There was actually an acute necessity to install a
smart ‘hotline’ number for quick telecommunication
purpose of honourable members with the Club
availing the various tale-mobile facilities service in
the country. GCL is the first client under "Club and

such other organizations/companies’ category
allocated with such a number by the regulatory
body, BTRC.

The main features of this standby facility are quick
and straight communication of Members with the
Club activities including # Enquiries # Information #
Booking of orders # Support services etc. by
adopting the common gateway number.

At the end of his inaugural speech, the President
requested one and all concern with Club activities
to utilize this modern and member friendly
technique that has been added as a new
dimension of easier communication and that will
provide a number of 32 simultaneous call intake.







GCL Annual Squash
Tournament 2021

The week long Gulshan Club Annual Squash Tournament 2021
was started on Monday, 1st February 2021 in presence of
Squash Director, Mr. Md. Waseem Nabi at the GCL Squash
Court. A number of about 9 players enlisted and participated in
the Tournament. The in-house Championship was ended
through resulting Mr. S M Abid Mansur (Club A/C # PS-391) as
Champion and Mr. Faraaz A. Rahim (Club A/C # AF-22) as
runner’s up.
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Friendly Gricket Match: GGL Vs BCL

A Friendly Cricket Match between Gulshan
Club and Banani Club was held on Friday,
12th February 2021. The exciting match was
played in the Gulshan Youth Club Ground.

In the day long match Gulshan Club defeated
Banani Club by 230 runs. It was a 30 over
match. Winning the toss Gulshan Club
Limited was sent to field first. Final score of
both the teams were- GCL: 392/4 and BCL:
162/10. GCL team made utmost effort to win

the match by showing their skill in batting and
bowling. Mr. Rubaiyat Jamil (PR-90), Mr.
Monwar Hossain (PM-210) and Mr. Aamer
Chowdhury (PA-138) of Gulshan Club made
213 (97 Balls), 88 (55 Balls) and 48 (21 Balls)
runs respectively.

A huge number of Members of both the Clubs
were present to cheer up their team. Lunch
and other entertainment were also arranged
in the match. The entire environment was




reverberated with the collective
sign and applause from the
audience. The match
generated a great enthusiasm
and excitement among the
cricket lovers in the ground.

At the end of the match as
spokesman and  concern
Director of GCL Mr. Md.
Waseem Nabi and sports
affairs EC Member of Banani
Club Mr. Azizul Abedin were |
interviewed to express their
reaction as regards the
arrangement and participation
in the match. DBC News
Channel provided a wide news
coverage on this match in their
evening sports news bulletin of
that day.
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ARM WRESTLING is one of the
scheduled Olympic games.
Bangladesh Arm Wrestling Association
(BAWA) has taken various initiatives to
further promote the practice of this
game and to popularize it. With the
view to successfully arranging the 1st
‘Arm  Wrestling' Tournament at the
‘Open Dais’ at Haterjheel as mark of
honour to celebrate ‘Mujib Borsho’ as
well as to include this item in Asian
games, BAWA has started presenting
‘Arm Wrestling’ table to different clubs
in the capital.

On Saturday 23rd January at the GCL
Gymnasium, Director, Ms. Tahmina
Rehman received the gift table
presented by BAWA authority.

Vice-President ‘BAWA Mr. Minhaz
Kamal Khan, Mr. Mihir Ali Khan Ratul,
General Secretary and Arm Wrestling
Instructor Mr. Mahmudul Hassan along
with Co-organizing Secretary Mr.
Sekender Badsha Ruhit was present
in the table handing over ceremony.
Club President Capt. Saifur Rahman
and Ex-President Mr. Shahab Uddin
Khan launched the practice of this
game at the GCL premises using the
gift table and by an exhibition Arm
Wrestling.
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Valentine’s Ball

Divinely inspired love, bond of illusion, expression
of emotional feeling of mankind in a particular
period is ‘Valentine’.

It is an intimacy or an acquaintance existed
between two similar minds and likeminded
persons confidence, love, sacrifice, fellow-feeling,
mental state and other relevant aspects belonging
to this lead one guy to develop a establish
valentine’s feelings.

Maintaining due Health & Safety measures and
keeping pace with global musical time Gulshan
Club presented an exclusive ‘Valentine’s Ball' on

Sunday, the 14th February 2021 at Lamda Hall for
its fellow members. The program was a colorful
one having fully music and dance. Live Band
Parthibo /DJ Prince had an excellent performance
all the time. The decoration was excellent, the
dinner was splended, the ambiance was
electrifying.

The lively program was sponsored by DBL
Ceramics. The magnanimous sponsoring agency
was awarded Crest by the President and the Board
of Directors for their invaluable role to organize the
program.
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BBA Nigfit

The short form of Barbecue is BBQ. Barbecued
food items are specially becoming very popular to
our younger generation. It is as good as retrieving
the practice of food preparing by the ancient
people. In fact taste, flavor and nutrition value of
barbecued food items are becoming incomparable
due to touch of modern BBQ recipe.

BBQ Night is a regular weekly program of the Club,
organized in open air ambiance at the Club Lawn
and Amber Terrace. It restarted on 2nd December
2020 maintaining safety and all related health
protocol after a long interval due to Pandemic
Covid-19. Every BBQ program is decorated by the
use of classical state of art and items having charm

of rustic values. Huge response of members along
with their families and friends are found in BBQ
days.

A variety of barbecue, grilled items salads and other
mouth watering dishes are tasted by the members
and their families as served by our in-house shefs.

The eventide at Club lawn and surrounding areas
become vibrant by the participation of members
while adding live songs by noted singers and all
time hits Jazz music.

After the resumption on the 2nd December 2020,
BBQ Nights were subsequently organized on 9th,
16th, 23rd 30th December 2020; 6th, 13th, 20th,
27th January 2021; 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th February
2021 and 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th March 2021 on
periodic basis.

Members eagerly await to enjoy BBQ Night of the
week.
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Annual Picnic 2021

Annual Picnic-2021 of Gulshan Club was held on
19th February at Fortis Sports Ground, Boro
Beraid, Tremohoni, a pocket resort of Dhaka City. A
good number of members and guests participated
and made for the picnic vibrant.

GCL staff contingent were reported for the Picnic
venue in advance to co-ordinate security, protocol,
food service and overall arrangement of the event.
The day’s activities started with the breakfast at
9:00 PM. Kids games and sports activities started
at 12:01 PM. Lunch was in time and the food was
delicious. Special Housie was arranged in the
afternoon. Different sports items were arranged.
Kids enjoyed puppet Show, Magic Show, Jumping
Castles, Birds Zone, Kite Flying and Nagardola.
There was live music performance all the time.
Club member and renowned news telepresenter,
Shirin Shila contributed as venue commentator and
especially in the event of Housie call out. There
were plenty of fruit, sweet & curd, Chotpoti-fuska,
chitoi petha, tea-coffee for the participants all the
day.

The Kids’ Corner of Picnic venue was rolling with
events one after another. The events arranged and
conducted there, were children 20 Meter (Boys)

OULSHAN CLUB

Run, children 20 Meter (Girls) Run, Children 20
Meter Marble Run Race Girls Pillow Passing,
Musical Chair, Children Tug of War, Biscuit Run
Race, Hit the Wicket (Boys), Sack Race, Pin the
Donkey Tail. There were several attractive prizes
for each event of the children.

Picnic party had a newer item of two sportive
events “Plank” and ‘Squat Holding’ in the afternoon
as sponsored by the picnic hospicare partner,
Parkway Hospitals Singapore. Both watchers and
participants enjoyed these new events. Shayan
Salam, Age-10 (Member Ref: # DM-49) was the
winner scoring 5.58 in Plank and Zakaria
Sowdagor, Age-21 (Member Ref: # EP-M46) was
the winner in ‘Squat Holding’ game.

The program ended with raffle draw and prize
distribution. There were about 6 categories of prize
against Raffle Draw, sponsored by different
conglomerates and Club fans. A record of valuable
prize winners, prizes and prize sponsors is as
below:

(i) Mr. Jobayer (Tansim) Ahmed (PJ-23), 50" LED
Smart TV-1st Prize, Sponsored by Nippon
Industries (Pvt) Ltd. (Rtn. Engr. Mohd. Mohabbat
Ullah, PM-215).

(i) Mr. Md. Abdul Malek, PM-190),
Mini Fridge-2nd Prize, Sponsored by
Nippon Industries (Pvt) Ltd. (Rtn.
Engr. Mohd. Mohabbat Ullah,
PM-215)

(i)  Mrs Monalisa
(PM-258) Couple  Air
Dhaka-Kolkata-Dhaka-3rd
Sponsored by Spicejet

(iv) Mr. K. P. Arif Al

Mannan
Ticket
Prize

(PK-84),
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Dhaka-Cox’s Bazar-Dhaka, 4th Prize Sponsored by
NOVOAIR. -
(v) 15 (Fifteen) Gift Vouchers @ Tk. 5,000/- § o,
Sponsored by Vasavi Fashion. ‘
(vi) 05 (Five) Gift Hamper, Sponsored by Jonaki
Fragrance (Mrs. Nasreen Zamir, PN-52). 2
The overall GCL Annual Picnic 2021 @ Fortis Sports g
Ground was sponsored by Club Member, Mr. Noman :

Chowdhury, (UCN-32) and co-sponsored by Member, §
Mr. Md. Ehsanul Habib (PM-415). Participating $&
Members had very sweet and grand memorable a day £
full of close intimacy and amusement.
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Celebration of Independence Day & Various Sports Prize Distribution

Our glorious '71, our Independence is the most
dignified event in the history of thousand years
long march of Bangalee and this peerless
feather is added by the great leader of this soil-
Bangabandhu. With the passage of time we
have simultaneously reached at the Golden
Jubilee of Great Independence and at the very
birth centenary of Bangabandhu. It is really a
unique feeling of the most auspicious moment.
The Golden Jubilee of Independence and the
National Day of the country was observed at
GCL with due respect and solemnity on Friday

the 26th March 2021. The day’s program was
started by hoisting National Flag at 9:30 am in
the GCL premises.

A colourful cultural program adorned with the
legendary songs of Independence and popular
Bangla song along with a prize distribution
ceremony among the Club fellows for their
various outstanding performances in games
and sports were arranged at the Lamda Hall in
the evening at 7:30 pm. Winners in Captain’s
Cup Badminton Tournament 2021, GCL
Annual Squash Tournament 2021 and Mujib




Borsho 2nd Ispahani Independence
Day Tournament 2020-2021, where our
S.M. Abid Mansur (PS-391) and Faraaz
Rhim (AF-22) became champion and
Runner up were accorded with prize and
medals.

Performances of singer Tareq Hamim
and Sabrina Bashir charmed the present
audiences that included diplomats and
foreign guests.

At the end of the program the guests

were entertained with a rich dinner.
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There is a saying "Whatever you dream
and believe, you can achieve". And with that
comes challenges in life. One does not become
enormously successful without encountering

and overcoming a number of extreme
challenges in life. And along with that one must
have patience and give it some time. It's like
planting a tree and waiting for the fruits. A war
within oneself only waiting and waiting.

My journey is no less than a war with my
devotion towards achieving my dream to give it
a face of reality. | started my journey back in
2013 as a fashion designer in my own boutique
named Sabrina's Closet. | faced a lot of different
difficult issues. Deliveries were tough at that
time as | was having over pouring orders of one
piece exclusive party wears. No Pathao or Uber
services were available, lack of mobility and the
pressure of working solely suppressed my
intentions to expand more and focus on my
designs, unwantedly,| had to stop for a while
and sort out things.

Believing the fact the most of the
important things in the world have been
accomplished by people who have kept on
trying when there seemed to be no hope at all. |
kept on working in a small frame for friends,
families and a few number of customers only,
and underwent the loss of my beloved father,
sickness of my mother and other family issues
that were making my life more challenging each
passing day.

Though Sabrina’s Closet was expanding
but unfortunately due to some online fraud,
apparently with the same brand name Sabrina’s
closet, | was harassed, bullied and demotivated
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which was a drawback year for my boutique as
| went for a complete shut down.

Designing clothes for people was my
passion. When | was blank, | was designing in
my head, when | was out somewhere, | would
design. It was like Eat, Design & Sleep. | knew
that | can't just give up doing what | enjoy the
most. So therefore in 2018, | restarted my
boutique participating in different exhibitions
applying all new ideas for online platforms. The
very next year | gave my boutique a new brand
name called "Razaanas". | named it after my
toddler. As | was a new mom and with a baby, it
was harder this time. There is an opportunity
cost to everything so my responsibilities
towards my child became more necessary and
it became a barrier to Razaanas. | was going
very slow but | was starting to shine. Late 2019,
again another stop. This time It was Pandemic.
| didn't work for several months but it didn't help
me escape corona. Still | carried on with my
work, slow but steady.

Life is a roller coaster journey where it is
very important to leave behind negative things
and move on with positivity. My journey was not
smooth but not impossible, | chose to win. To
rise back up, if | fail, | will try again but | will not
give up. What defines me is how well | rise after
falling. Hope 2021 turns out the luckiest for me.
Afterall, trees that are slow to grow bear the
best fruit. m

Sabrina Parveen
A/C # PS-153
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Who is Mother if not a symbol of endless
endurance and unfaltering tenderness? The
one that wraps us in a warm embrace to soak
our tears into herself, never complaining about
the weight put on her by the ones she loves.
There weeps in silence a mother once
powerful and green with life, now weighed and
worn down by her children’s negligence. We
call her Mother Nature. Despite her wounds,
she continues to give and give. She nourishes
us with her resources and we, her naive
children, take her for granted. But will she
outlive our denial? Is nature immortal?

When children are provided with new colourful
toys to play with every day, they often forget to
thank the ones who presented them with the
joy of life. We now live in a postmodern world
where we have a new toy or gazettes
distracting us every day. We rejoice in the
sleekness of state of the art gadgets, tempting
fast fashion pieces of clothing and a plethora of
delicious take away meals at the tip of our
fingers. We can’t help it; our sense of
entittement and lack of attention to the
consequences of our day to day actions and
transactions are inevitably leading to a new
pandemic.

Every materialistic joy of ours sadly has an
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environmental
companies in developed countries produce
huge amounts of carbon footprint that has the

price to pay. Technological

largest impact on developing countries.
Throwing away clothes after two wears and
buying the latest trendy pieces is not helping
the situation either. Take-away meals feel
satisfying but so is recycling the packaging and
plastic containers later. Changing small daily
habits to live a cleaner life might sound like a
loss of privilege at present but every single
drop of effort is one step closer to delaying the
complete exhaustion of our natural resources.
Let us evolve through our Mother’s depression
and bring back her smile. Choose to do what is
right, not what is easy. Right for not just other
members of the society but for the species on
this planet. m

LY

Noor-E-Shahrin
Daughter of Zinat Ara
A/IC # PZ-41
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| remember this day as clear as water. It was
the end of the school year. | was really excited
considering how much | looked forward to the
vacations and finally | could get a break from
all the studying & assignments we were
approached with. It was the sixth period Social
studies class. Social studies was one of the
most boring classes among the students as
there were more reading and lectures than
actually writing or something students would
rather enjoy. | was sitting at the back of my
classroom watching some youtube videos
while the teacher was writing on board. As we
were “studying”, we suddenly heard some
inaudible noises right outside the classroom.
None of us really paid any attention to noises
since the seniors always decked up the hall
sooner or later. That was until we suddenly got
to hear a lot of screams and student’s wild
footsteps, running through the corridor. That is
when our professor decided to put a pause on
his lecture about Mughal Empire. | did not
know what was happening as it was quite
unexpected. We were really confused and
puzzled while our teacher told us to stay inside
and he went to check the corridor. As he came
back inside, he looked terrified and was
texting someone on his phone which we soon
realised was that he was texting other
teachers. That was about the time when we
suddenly heard our principal through the
speakers saying, “Attention teachers and
students. Please listen closely. Please lock
your classroom doors immediately. Lock the
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windows and move students away from any
openings. This is not a drill. | repeat, this is not
a drill.”

Before even trying to process everything that
we just heard from our principal, our professor
was quick in action and told all of us to close
the windows, Take something sharp for self
defence and gather at the end of the
classroom. As all the students followed the
professor's instructions, | found a compass
under my desk and decided to take it with me
and sit with my friends. While we all were
soiling our school uniforms, We realised that
the corridor became quiet as if you could hear
a pin drop. That did not end just then and
there, | could hear my classmates whimpering
and panicking while | looked at my friend. At
that moment, all | could do was to pray for our
safety. Now, not many of us knew what to do
since we only had fire drill practices which
caused us to assemble in the field but since
we could not do that, we decided to just wait
inside our classrooms till we heard anything.
As we had limited access to technology, | went
onto my computer and saw a text from my
friend from the class right beside me asking if
| was okay. | was confused and texted him
back saying

“Yeah we all are sitting at the very end of the
class but what is wrong?”

“Oh cool stay down, apparently there’s an
intruder who has been spotted with a gun”

At that moment, my heart dropped to my
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stomach. | did not know what | did to deserve
this. | thought maybe the chocolate | stole from
my brother last night caused me to fall into this
situation since god was punishing me.
However, | tried my best not to panic and
texted my professor through my computer
since we were required to stay quiet and low. |
did not make a mistake by sharing this
information in the class group chat since | was
pretty sure the girls would panic and run out of
the classroom however, | did show my friend
beside me and we just stared at each other
with shaking eyes and hugged each other as
our last goodbye. The professor then gave me
an intense stare of shock after reading the text
and he mumbled something under his breath
which | figured was him telling me “It’s alright”.

Then | saw everyone was texting their parents
last goodbye so | also texted my mom and dad
that | love them and if | don’t make it alive, |
told them to buy my brother a ferrero rocher
from my behalf. And as | closed my computer
and just waited in the darkness, | was very
worried about my family. | kept thinking that
what will happen if | don’t make it alive. | had
dreams of eating in America's five star hotel,
what would happen to those dreams? All my
dreams and wishes would die with my short
life. As negative thoughts flooded my brain, we
suddenly heard loud gunshots outside in the
corridor. At that moment, everyone started to
panic and | in particular started to cry. Our
professor told all of us to stay quiet and he
proceeded to go towards the door to see what
was going on. As he was about to peek
through the small glass opening attached to
the door, a gunshot flew above his head and
hit the window. At that moment we realised we
all were dead meat. We all started to panic and
scream. As we all were screaming and starting
to get up, we suddenly heard someone from
the door yelling- FREEZE! PUT YOUR
HANDS UP IN THE AIR AND COME OUT
SLOWLY.”

4

It did not take us long to realise that it was the
police. | left my computer then and there and
followed what the police told us to do. As we
did so, we saw that it was the police officer
who was evacuating us to the school ground. |
was so relieved that it almost felt like | would
faint. |1 then saw a lot of blood stains on the
floor and that was overwhelming. But we went
to the school ground, | saw my friends from the
other classes standing near the police cars
and | was really happy seeing all of them safe.
Then the police explained to us saying, “You
kids did a great job by not panicking. One of
your professors was almost shot but he is
doing alright. There was a shooter found in
your school and he did not harm any students
but 3 students were injured while running

through the corridor. Everything will be taken
care of and | require you guys to call your
parents and ask them to pick you up from the
school.”

The next day, as | was home a lot of my uncles
and aunties visited me as they saw what had
happened in the news channel which was very
heartwarming and flattering since | was also
traumatized by the event. At some point, my
parents decided to change my school but it
was all a life experience and | persuaded them
not to do so. At the end, it all went well and |
am just grateful for the fact that | survived. m

Siera Nasir
Father: Nasir Majumder (PM-151)
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Abul Hasanat Khan Mohammad Shoaib Capt. Akram Ahmed B.U.
Club A/C # PA-48 Club A/C # PM-38 Club A/C # PA-36

Born: 11 June 1937 Born: 01 January 1949 Born: 09 January 1946

Died: 5 November 2020 Died: 26 November 2020 Died: 7 December 2020

Md. Sirajul Haq M.A. Hashem Hossain Toufique Imam
Club A/C # LM-42 Club A/C # DM-8 Club A/C # LH-4
Born: 1 October 1944 Born: 1 January 1943 Born: 15 January 1939
Died: 17 December 2020 Died: 24 December 2020 Died: 4 March 2021

Barrister Moudud Ahmed Kazi Aminul Islam
Club A/C # PM-42 Club A/C # DQ-3
Born: 24 May 1940 Born: 17 June 1965
Died: 16 March 2021 Died: 5 April 2021
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