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Dear Members,

It is with great delight that | present to you the second edition of “Gulshan” for the
year 2017-2018. We have been working together on this magazine for a good
amount of time now and it has been a wonderful experience collaborating with all our
contributors to put this publication together. “Gulshan” serves not only as a stage for
our club family to showcase its creative side but also as a platform to discuss and
share our collective views. It stands as an open stage where we can continue to
speak our minds and challenge ideas for the enlightenment of the community.

As always, | must thank the President, Committee members and the entire
Publication team for once again putting forward their best efforts to continue the
regular release of this magazine. | must also extend my gratitude to our generous
patrons without whom “Gulshan” would not be possible. We are always looking to
improve the quality of the magazine and so we are open to any suggestions that
could make “Gulshan” better than ever before.

A)Zm/\/l/l//‘/ t

Dr. Wahiduzzaman (Tamal)
Editor & Member In-Charge,
Publications Sub committee
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GULSHAN CLUB

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2017-2018

Mr. Showkat Aziz Russell
President
Member In-Charge Discipline, Membership, Development
& Master Plan, Constitution & Legal Affairs and Security.

0

Mr. Matiur Rahman Chowdhury (Dulal) Mrs. Tahmina Rehman
Member In-Charge Member In-Charge
Administration, Associate Members, Barber Shop and CSR. Finance, IT and Golf

=

Mr. Minhaz Kamal Khan Mrs. Rita Husain Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossain (Arif) Mr. Rafiqul Alam (Helal)

Member In-Charge Member In-Charge Member In-Charge Member In-Charge

Tennis, Snooker, Ladies and Children Affairs, Bar and Card Room. Restaurant, Café, Amber
Billiards, Swimming Beauty Parlour, Yoga, Zumba, Deck and Gardening.
Pool and Laundry. Kids Carnival and Halloween.

A%
Dr. Misbahul Alam Khan Mr. Naushad Shahriar Sayeed
Member In-Charge Member In-Charge Adviser to the President Member In-Charge
Maintenance, Inter Club Relation, Entertainment and Housie. Member In-Charge Rest House. Gym, Squash, Lamda, Patio,
Publications, Library, Bar Entertainment and Colosseum and Travel and Tourism.

2nd In-Charge Development and Master Plan.
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GULSHAN CLUB

PRESMIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Honourable Members,
As-Salam-u-alaikum!

The autumn is at the doorstep. You will be delighted to find our quarterly THE
GULSHAN reaching at this transition of seasons. In the last few months the
Executive Committee have brought to you quite a few exciting programs in the
Club. It was a marvellous combination of cultural tastes; Nu Disco romping to
sonorous Bangla Noboborsho - really quenched the thirst of Club Members.
Amidst all these events the Publication Subcommittee remained on target for
THE GULSHAN to take shape and get printed in time. Their dedication deserves
a special mention. | congratulate the Member In charge and his entire team for
the work. They have presented the Club activities in a wonderful layout with
pictorials and excerpts. My greetings to all contributors in this issue. Hope the
Club magazine will be euphonious in our tomorrow.

Regards to all

A

Showkat Aziz Russell
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Iftar Get-Together & Dinner
The Ramadan in Bangladesh is more - |
than a festival, keeping alone the

religiously compelling month of

obedience to the Creator.

Traditionally, Iftar during the month of

Ramadan is a source of uniting and

meeting and greeting in Bangladeshi
community and society.

On 2nd June, Saturday 2018 the Iftar
Get-together and Dinner was
arranged for the honourable Club




iftap Get-Togetber

Saturday, 2nd June 2018 | Patio and L .

members and their families. The grand
gathering was accommodated on the 2nd and
3rd floor of the Club. The invitees were warmly
received by the President and the Members of
the Executive Committee and ushered into the
the Patio and Lamda hall. Before the Iftar the
mercy and the blessing of the almighty Allah
was sought through a combined prayer.




FIFA World Cup 2018

FIFAWORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

The Football Fete in Gulshan Club

FIFA World 2018 was more than anything for the
football loving Members of the Gulshan Club.
Reading the pulse rightly the Executive Committee
made arrangements in the Lobby and in the Club
premises for enjoying the big games in lavishly big
LED screens. The Club bound crowd were
entertained with snacks and dinner at the courtesy
of other generous members of the Club. All the
knockout matches, the Quarter Finals and the
Semi Finals were full house in the Club. The Final
between Croatia and France looked even more
spectacular when the supporters in team jerseys

-

filled the Lamda Hall. The match was live on an
even bigger LED screen. Former Presidents Mr.
Rubel Aziz, Mr. Shahab Uddin Khan and Mr.
Sakhawat Abu Khair Mohammad, including Capt
Saifur Rahman, Mr. M. A. Quader Anu, Mr. Aziz Al
Masud, Mr. Tamim Ali, Mr. Fuad Shamsul Alamin,
Mr. Fayaz Kajal were the generous hearts to
sponsor the arrangements. The Final bout held on
Sunday, 15th July 2018 was sponsored by
VASAVI. The kids loved their special offers during
the match.
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The Nu Disco at Gulshan Club was held on

May 10th, 2018. It was a smashing party of
retro remixes of the 70s and 80s pop music.
The new improvised sounds of old classics
were surefire hit amongst the young new
members of the club reminiscing just as well
as the elderly members who were cutting the
dance floor with disco moves the old days.

The amazing display of lazers and video walls
with raging graphics turned Lamda into a
disco seldom seen in Gulshan Club . Getting
the members on the floor with her playlist and
theatrics was DJ Zayana. Enthusiastic
members did found the Club truely their
second Home, as like their elders.
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Explore Historic Kolkata
- A Trip Abroad

A trip abroad from 3rd May to 6th May 2018 created an encouraging response from all
was organized by the Executive Committee ages. A group of 23 travellers of Gulshan
of the Club. In collaboration with Galaxy Club took the 4 day trip to Kolkata. ICT
Travel, a package tour to Kolkata was Royal Bengal, an eminent business group of
proposed to the honourable members. It India, extended a warm reception to the
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Gulshan Club tourists.
They organized a
special cruise on the
Ganges and cordially
hosted a dinner in
honor of the guests.
The river cruise was
fantastic that went
along with the music
performances of
renowned singers of
Kolkata.







The 14th National Billiards Championship was held on 10" May 2018 which was sponsored by Rahmat
Group. A total of eleven Clubs from different parts of the country along with forty four participants
participated in the five day event.

After an eventful tournament the Champion was Mr. Ismail Arif from Comilla City Club Runner up Mr.
Ziaur Rahman Azad (Dhaka Club Ltd), 3rd Position Mr. M.H. Dipon (Narayangonj Club Ltd) and 4th
Position Mr. Abir Tofayel Haque (Q & U Billiard).

The President of Gulshan Club Mr. Showkat Aziz Russell, Syed Mabhoob (General Secretary, BBSF), Mr.
Latiful Bari (Sponsor, Managing Director, Rahmat Group), Mr. Minhaz Kamal Khan, Mr. Matiur Rahman
Chowdhury (Dulal), Mrs. Tahmina Rehman, Mr. Dr. Md. Wahiduzzaman (Tamal), Mr. Chowdhury
Moazzem Hossain and Mr. Rafiqul Alam helped distribute the Prizes among the winners.

A special Cake for the occasion was cut by Mr. Aziz Al Masud (Convener, Billiards & Snooker
Subcommittee).

A special thanks was felicitated to Mr. Aziz Al Masud, Mr. Lafiful Bari, Mr. Mohammad Shabbir Islam and
Mr. Jafar Ummed Khan (Tito) for their ongoing contribution for the development of snooker room.

Perspectives on Billiards

So far as my knowledge goes, the game of billiards has passed. However, up until the recent past it
originated in this sub continent by the defense was played by only the privileged few in our
officers of the British Raj. Since then a long time country, who were members of different social




clubs of Bangladesh. The oldest tables here traced
back to clubs like Chittagong, Narayanganj,
Barisal, khulna, Sylhet, Kumilla and off course
Dhaka. These are all European clubs by origin. All
these were established sometimes between 1860
to 1917. Apart from these there are many tea
garden based small clubs, like Manu valley, Jury
valley and Balisera valley club have tables. During
the British raj natives were not allowed to enter in
these clubs so they were not allowed to play this
game. This was primarily reserved to the whites
only. However after 1947 natives were in control of
these clubs and they started playing billiards. But
the fact remained only the privileged locals were
allowed membership in these clubs so it still
remained off limits to the underprivileged.

When Bangladesh was born a new class emerged
in this country who slowly climbed the social ladder
and started becoming members of these clubs
hence gotten the chance to play this game. Fact
remained the same it was still off limits to a large
population and thus was not a very popular game.

However the markers who were working the tables
got to learn the game. Eventually after liberation
when tournaments started in the national level the
underprivileged were also allowed to join the game
and it started to gain popularity. In recent past a lot
of small commercial ventures have flourished in
Bangladesh like National billiard academy,
Bangladesh Billiards centre, Q&U, Amateur
Billiards club, Pool lovers and many more.
Youngsters have started accessing these facilities
as recreational joints and started learning this
game.

For a long time up until 2008 comilla club upheld
the flag of billiards by arranging national
tournaments. but for lack of sponsors, for about 7
years this game was not played nationally. Than
again some billiards enthusiasts in Gulshan club
(the first social club of European nature after
liberation of Bangladesh) has taken it upon them to
revive the game in national level. Gulshan club has
taken the challenge and in last three years number
of players has increased from 32 to 44. For many




who do not know much about this game may think
in a country of 180million why there are only so little
number of players. The answer lies in the economy.
A tables minimum cost is Tk 500,000/=, a cue costs
at least Tk 7000 and tables have to be maintained
and for that each time it costs around Tk50,000+
and this game does not pay much. So in any
economy it is an expensive game to play. Another
big factor is time. This is a time consuming game.
People worldwide have started spending less time
on games and more on their smart phones. An
easy example of this is conversion of cricket; from
Test to 50 over and from 50 over to T20. such can
not be done to a game like billiards. So it has not
become so popular.

However a game which has being played for over a
century in this land can not be abolished. Thus
Gulshan club members as taken the difficult task of
bringing it back from its grave. The older generation
of players still prefer billiards over its closest
relation snooker. People like late Mr Khan, late C J
Haidar, Mr Haque, Mr Delwar, Mr Motaleb khokon
Late Syed Masud, Mr Mustaqur Rahman, Mr
Anisodawla, Mr syed Mahboob, Mr syed Mannan,
Late Mr Humaun Kabir, Late Mr Mannan, Mr K P
Akbar of our club inspired us to continue with our
effort of revival of billiards. Former president of
Gulshan club Mr Rubel Aziz remains as an ever

22

inspiring person of interest in billiards. He was
national runner up of Billiards. Upon their
inspiration many snooker players in Gulshan club
like Asif, Farhan, Rizwan, Taif, Shovon, Arif, Robin,
Rabbani and few other have taken active interestin
this game. It should also be mentioned that our
head marker Mr Mofazzal has also been an
inspiration to us being a national champion many
times. Apart from them, few others like Late Mr
Zahangir of Comilla club and Late Mr Khaled
Ibrahim of Dhaka Club and Markers like Mr Sohrab
of Officers club and Mr Narayan of Narayangan;
club also remains as an inspiration for us.l
sincerely hope and pray that in coming years we
can take this game to the international arena and
can make a name for our country.

Robin Ahmed
A/C# PS-78



Gourtesy Visit by Representative
of Oberoi Grand Kolkata

Representing the Oberoi Grand
Kolkata of India, the Head of
Marketing at Dhaka along with an
associate of the company paid a
courtesy visit on 3rd June 2018 to the
office of the Club President Mr.
Showkat Aziz Russell. During the
short interaction they expressed
commitment to offer even better
service to our Club Members in future
visits to their hotel. The visitors

handed over a crest to the Club May 2018. The Member Administration Mr. Matiur
President in appreciation for Rahman Chowdhury (Dulal) and Member of the
choosing them during the Kolkata trip ~ Executive Committee Dr. Md. Wahiduzzaman (Tamal)

of GCL Members from 3rd May to 6th ~ Were also present on the occasion.

Gulshan Club is committed to remain a partner in the
society. As part of its Corporate Social Responsibility
the Club has always participated to the calls of various
organizations, who wanted us on board in their noble
works. Disabled Welfare Society (DWS), an organization

working with the blinds, recently
requested our Club for donating a
Braille Printer for its center. In
response the Executive Committee
agreed to help with Taka Fifty
Thousand to DWS. On 6th June
2018, in the Debater's Corner the
cheque was handed over by Mr.
Matiur Rahman Chowdhury (Dulal),
Member Administration and Mrs.
Tahmina Rehman, Member Finance to
Ms. Marzina Ahmed, the Executive
Director of the DWS. Mrs. Marzina,
herself deprived of sight, was
overwhelmed by the gesture of the
Gulshan Club Management.
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Progress of
Development &
Master Plan Works

The work of the Development and Master Plan has
progressed well during April-dJune 2018. The new building
is sprouting up, and gradually taking its shape. The slab
casting of 7th floor in part was poured in on 8th June and
remaining part will be completed on 19th July 2018. There
is a hope that the work of super structure will be finished
by November 2018. At the ground floor the brick work has
started. This is progressing well and on time. The



Technical Co-committees
through a series of
meetings with Consultants
and bidders have worked
out the details of VREF,
Glass Fenestration, Fire
Fighting, Generator and
Substation of the New
Building Complex. By next
few months the new

Building Complex will give
a grand pose.
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The 3rd Diplomatic Cup
Tennis Tournament 2018

The 3rd Diplomatic Cup Tennis Tournament
2018 sponsored by FSIBL was jointly hosted
by Gulshan Club Limited and Bangladesh
Tennis Federation for the first time. It was
hosted under the initiative of Mr. Md. Shahriar
Alam, MP, Honorable President of
Bangladesh Tennis Federation, the state
Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Government of the People’s Republic of

Bangladesh. Mr. Showkat Aziz Russell,
President of Gulshan Club Limited was
Present during the inauguration of the
Tournament and was Presented with a Crest
by Mr. Golam Morshed, General Secretary,
Bangladesh Tennis Federation. Australia,
Germany, Sweden, UK & Vietnam
participated in the tournament. The final
matches and the prize giving ceremony was
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held at the Gulshan Club
tennis courts on 10th
February 2018.

Mr. Showkat Aziz Russell,
President of Gulshan Club
Limited distributed the
prizes amongst the winners
of the tournament.

Corrigendum: Page 31 1st Column 4th
line (Last Issue, March 2018).

It was mentioned "for the first time
Gulshan Club introduced the doubles
for this tournament." It should correctly
read "After a long time Gulshan Club
has re-introduced the mixed doubles."
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A Short Trip

to Kolkata

Kolkata the capital of West Bengal, is one of my
favourite places to visit. This time the trip was
organized by Gulshan Club. Kolkata is the most
intellectual and cultural capital city.

The journey started on May 3rd 2018. It was a
group of Club members and their spouses. Before
starting we had a pleasant cup of tea with all at the
MX lounge. Since my father was the organizer of
the whole program it was pretty exciting for us. It
was a 40 minutes’ flight by Biman Bangladesh
airlines. After we arrived at our destination
designated cars were wating, sent by the hotel.

We reached the historical hotel Grand at 10 p.m. It
is an amazing hotel which is quiet an old one
situated at Chawringhee. It was build by a British
businessman. In 1911 it was burned down, later on
redeveloped into this hotel. After checking in
everyone enjoyed their time with their families by
watching a movie and later enjoying dinner.

Next morning everyone had breakfast which had
countless numbers of items. The breakfast area is
wonderful like the rest of the hotel it self. Everyone
went out for shopping and sightseeing around this
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wonderful city. The night ended with a wonderful
river cruise organised by my father sponsored by
our beloved President Mr. Showkat Aziz Russell.
The cruise was on the river Ganges and under the
famous Howra bridge, verities of appetizers were
offered constantly through 4:30 to 9:00 p.m. The
weather was wonderful. We had the most pleasant
time where everyone thoroughly enjoyed. One of
our fellow member celebrated their Anniversary
with us which we were all lucky and happy to
experience with them as they celebrated their 44
years of togetherness. The cruise ended at
midnight with everyone returning to the hotel with
one bus hired only for our comfort and security.

On the third day after breakfast everyone went out
for more shopping and sightseeing. At night a
formal dinner was hosted by ITC Sonar Bangla
hotel. A tour bus was send by them but we reached
late because of Kolkata traffic. They gave us a




warm welcome with appetizers, drinks a wonderful tour of
the hotel, showing their rooms, lobby, lounge an
extraordinary lily pond garden which was absolutely
mesmerising. We were all taken to a dining area an Indian
restaurant in the hotel with great tradition encouraging us
only to eat with our hands, we enjoyed the dinner, they
served a lot of different varities of food which we enjoyed.
The night ended with everyone wishing Mrs. Twinkle the
wonderful wife of our beloved President Mr. Showkat Aziz
Russell a very happy birthday.

The last day everyone met at the lobby at 5:00 p.m. in the
evening. Hotel cars dropped us in the airport and we all
had a pleasant and safe flight to Dhaka with everyone
returning home with a bag full of happy memories and joy
that will last for a life time.

KyaHa Séyeéd
Daughter of
Mr. Naushad Shahriar Sayeed, PN-10
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Environment of Dhaka Gity

Introduction:

Dhaka city is the capital of Bangladesh. It is
densely populated city. It holds 163 million
people. Dhaka city is one of the largest cities
of the world.

Problem:

In Dhaka city the Buriganga River is polluted,
people like us throw: wrappers, issues, paper
and many more into the river. Even factories
throw toxic chemicals. Now it is barely
possible to walk beside it. Some people also
smokes that smoke mixes with the air that we
breathe and have different diseases. Vehicles
pollute the air. So does smoke from factories.
There aren’t enough trees in Dhaka to stop it.
We are cutting down trees to build houses for
ourselves but by doing that mistake we are
making problems just for ourselves. “Dhaka
city is getting destroyed.”
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Solutions:

We can only solve it by stopping ourselves
from throwing waste in any areas we like. If
others do it stop them. | think there should be
dustbins one only from one thing so they can
recycle it.

Remember, “Reduce, Reuse And Recycle.”
You can make beautiful Dhaka city.

Ms. Nandita Mahajabeen Katha
Daughter of Kazi Abdul Mazid
PK-20



He was like a 'Black Diamond’
to us and shall remain as such

He loved traveling, was an amazing photographer, car enthusiast,
occassional actor, incredibly talented architect and engineer, used
to play the electric guitar + flute. Oh and did | mention he once
drove off to Cox's Bazaar (his birthplace) all by himself and came
back with a deer (alive and well) in the backseat of his car?

He is My Kalomanik (my nana) passed away at the age of 83. He
lived a life full of love, excitement and adventures and he left our
world a better place. | am lucky to have been at his side during his
last days. | hope that wherever he goes, Kalomanik finds Babu (my
nani) and together they find peace and happiness in the hereafter.
Ameen.

il

Parsa Quazi
Grand daughter
( Daughter of Soheli Sattar, PS-61)

My grandfather was someone who Iloved his 8
grandchildren more than words can ever describe. When |
was younger, | considered myself his personal bodyguard.
We napped together, ate together, and | always stayed by
his side. As times changed, and | had to move across the
world. Leaving my grandparents was one of the hardest
parts. After all, “who’s going to be his bodyguard if | leave?”
But, as scary as leaving was, Kalomanik and Babu never
failed to keep up with us and our well-being. Their faces lit
up with joy when seeing any of their grandchildren, even if
it was just over FaceTime. As years passed on, Babu was
first to leave us. Not only did it take a toll on Kalomanik’s
heart, but it took a toll on his body as well. He was often sick
and not doing well, as the person who took care of him was
no longer there. However, even though we went through
such a great loss, he never failed to smile at his beloved
grandchildren. We were the source of his happiness.

Before Kalomanik passed, | really wished that | could’'ve
given him something in return for raising me with love, and giving us all beautiful childhood memories. |
hope that one day | can be as loved and respected by my grandkids as he was by us.

Yara Mustafa
Grand daughter
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Life advice from my grandfather:

|
‘Go watch a movie in the theatre |
the night before an exam. "'

Make sure you ace the test.’

Among other things, he was a
photographer, occasional actor,

guitarist, world traveler, car enthusiast and a nature lover. He
enjoyed life to the fullest while maintaining a quite ambitous
work and family life. His love for life is what | will remember

and cherish most about him.
Samanza Quazi

Grand daughter

( Daughter of Soheli Sattar, PS 61)

Awan Asad Bhuinya
Grand son

e

BYE /5% PN
BYE Danyal Shams Ahmed
DA DA (Son of Kawser Ahmeﬁ,r ?:’nigil%r;

Ever since | was young | was taught to call him 'Kalomanik'
meaning black diamond, such was his personality and
demeanour. | was always mystified and awed by his incredible
character and presence. He taught me many virtues and gave
life lessons that | will never forget. Even though he was
bedridden for the latter part of his life, he was carefree and didn't
lose a dime of his persona. | was always amazed by his
photography and passion towards cars. He continuously
inspired me throughout my life and defined what desire and
determination meant. | have many cherished memories with
him, and | hope that he eternally rests in peace.

KALOMANIK SURVIVED BY 8 GRAND CHILDREN

N

B
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A tribute to Late A.K. Rafique Uddin Ahmed
Club A/C # SA-7
(11 August 1935 - 20 June 2018)
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GULSHAN CLUB

OBITUARY

Rushed Haque
Club A/C # PR-31
Date of Birth  : 18 November 1974
Date of Expiry :09 July 2018

Sultana Khair Chowdhury A.K.M. Mayeedul Islam

Club A/C # PS-58 Club A/C # SA-6
Date of Birth  :26 June 1946 Date of Birth  :01 May 1943
Date of Expiry : 16 April 2018 Date of Expiry : 10 May 2018

Kazi Enamul Hoque (Stalin) A K. Rafique Uddin Ahmed

Club A/C # PK-33 Club A/C # SA-7
Date of Birth  : 12 November 1967  pate of Birth  : 11 August 1935
Date of Expiry :03 July 2018 Date of Expiry :20 June 2018

Lutfor Rahman Mr. A.K. Md. Emdadul Huq
Club A/C # DL-2 Club A/C # SA-9
Date of Birth  : 15 August 1946 Date of Birth :01 February 1934
Date of Expiry :15July 2018 Date of Expiry :29 July 2018
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